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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1. The indicated allowability of claims 34 and 37 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to U.S. Pat 5,852,722 and 5,760,917. Rejections based on the newly 
cited reference(s) follow; 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claim 34 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hamilton (U.S. 
5,852,722). 

Regarding claim 34, Hamilton '722 discloses a system for distributing data comprising: 
at least one device (i.e., Figs. 1 and 2, the element 102) designed to operate according to 
configuration data defined by a user (i.e., noted col. 2, lines 20-68 that "configuration data" such 
as "user specific configuration information" is defined by a user when the user purchased or 
ordered the computer device 102); 
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a user interface (i.e., noted from Fig. 2 that the user interface is part of the server 104 and 
the device 102, thus, it is cleared that the Sale server 107 must also include "a user interface" for 
entering "a user specific configuration information". In view of this, "a user interface" is 
inherent feature of the Sale Server 107) coupled to at least one server system (104) via a network 
(105) wherein said user interface is physically separable from said at least one device (i.e., noted 
that the user interface provided for each of the device 102, 104 and 107 are separable from one 
another) and configured to obtain said configuration data from said user (i.e., as discussed in col. 
2, lines 20-68, that the vendor 107 can obtain the user's customize configuration data during the 
sale of the computer 102 ) and provide said configuration data to said at least one server system 
(noted that the user's customize configuration data, such as "user specific configuration 
information 414", can be provided to the server 104 from the vendor 107; see col. 4, lines 30+ 
and col. 5, lines 1-15); 

said at least one server system (104) coupled to said at least one device (102) via said 
network (105), wherein said at least one server system (104) is configured to relay said 
configuration data (i.e., " user specific configuration information") to said at least one device 
(102) when said at least one device (102) issues a request for said configuration data (i.e., noted 
that the computer device 102 issues a request for the configuration data from the server 104 to 
customize the configuration of the computer 102 to his or her particular needs; see Fig. 3; col. 5, 
lines 35+). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 37 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Parulski et al. 
(U.S. 2003/0024808 Al) in view of Sheridan (U.S. 5,760,917). 

Regarding claim 37, Parulski '808 discloses a method for archiving and distributing 
digital images using a digital apparatus (i.e., noted the digital still camera 12 as shown in Fig. 1) 
with wireless packet data network access (i.e., noted the use of wireless modem with a wireless 
network as discussed in col. 2, paragraphs 0020+) and image capture capabilities, comprising: 

capturing digital images with the digital apparatus (i.e., noted that the digital camera 12 is 
capable of capturing digital images; see paragraphs 001 7+); 

transmitting a message (i.e., e-mail message) including at least one digital image (i.e., see 
paragraphs 0017+) and at least one code to a predefined remote server (i.e., as shown in 
"APPENDIS I", the message send from the digital camera 12 contains an image data and a 
specific code, such as the utilization file data", to a predefined service provider 14); 

parsing the message at the server and processing each image according to each code (i.e., 
as shown in Figs. 2-4, the service provide 14 is capable of parsing the e-mail message order to 
process the image data according to the code represented by the utilization file, so that a list of 
images that should be sent to the particular address by the service provider; see paragraphs 0024 
and 0027) by at least selecting at least one set of recipients (i.e., noted the set of recipients as 
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shown in Fig. 2, such as "Grandma", "John", "Boss" and "Client") corresponding to said code 
(i.e., the Utilization filed data), to whom said at least one image is to be sent, each set including 
at least one recipient (i.e., see Fig. 2 and paragraphs 0023-0024 and 0027); and sending a 
message (i.e., noted that ISP is capable of e-mailing to the other selected users/recipients; see 
paragraphs 0027) to each selected set of recipients. 

Furthermore, it is noted that although Parulski '808 discloses that the service provide (i.e. 
ISP) is capable of e-mailing of images to the other selected set of users/recipients by using the 
data and images in the utilization file (i.e., see paragraphs 0024) received from the digital camera 
(12), Parulski '808 does not explicitly show the step of sending a message with instructions for 
accessing the image data as recited in present claimed invention. 

However, the above-mentioned claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Sheridan fi 917. In particular, Sheridan '917 teaches that it is conventionally well 
known to send a message (i.e., e-mail message send by the server station 201 to the third party 
user; see col. 5, lines 15+) to the selected set of recipients (i.e., noted the selected set of 
recipients as shown in Fig. 2) with instruction for accessing the image data from the server (i.e., 
as discussed in col. 5, lines 20+, the message send to the third party form the server 201 contains 
"an electronic address", e.g., WWW site on the internet, an identification of the user, notification 
of granted access right set and a description which a user provided, thus, it is cleared that such 
information contain within e-mail transmitted from the server 201 serves as an instruction for 
accessing the image data from the server hub 201. In addition, Sheridan '917 also stated in col. 
11, lines 45+ that the server 201 is capable of sending "instructions" to the remote locations to 
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fulfilled the user's request) so that the third party need not waste time to access the digital 
images from the server station 201 (i.e., see col. 5, lines 65+). 

In view of the above, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention was made to modify the system of Parulski '808 as taught by Sheridan 
'917 by sending a message with instructions to the so that the third party need not waste time to 
access the digital images from the server station 201 (i.e., see col. 5, lines 65+ of Sheridan '917). 



Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claim 36 is allowed. 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Bloomfield '345 and Chui e 702 show a method for archiving and distributing digital 
images by the server, and sending a message to the recipients with instructions for accessing the 
digital mages for the server (i.e., see Fig. 5 of Bloomfield '345 and Figs. 9 and 10A of Chui 
'702). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aung S. Moe whose telephone number is 571-272-7314. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Flex. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward F. Urban can be reached on 571-272-7899. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Aung S. Moe 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2685 



A. Moe 
July 21, 2005 



